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EQual Saree 

Equal Saree is an initiative that promotes the possibilities of use of the 
architecture and planning as social transformation tools, generating from 
gender perspective appropriate environments for the development of 
women and the community in India. 

Saree means women, one and all them; the women of the street, of the 
house, of the office, of the rickshaw, of the Bazar, of the river... 

Equal means the equality and has a double meaning. From one side the 
equality between women and men and from the other side the equality 
between women from different provenance. 

We understand that the combination of both words expresses our main 
motivation of work: blur the big differences that nowadays exist to achieve 
that everybody grows in equal opportunities. 

Members: Carla Amat, Helena Cardona, Julia Goula and Dafne Saldana 


Collaborations 

SAFP 

In October 2009 we met Shivani Bhardwaj from SAFP, Sathi All For Partnerships, 
in a lecture in the "Arquitectura i Politica" subject led by Zaida Muixi and 
Josep Maria Muntaner tecahers in the UPC-ETSAB (Politechnical University 
of Catalunya- School of Architecture of Barcelona). She talked about the 
situation of women in Delhi, explaining how, from the legal point of view, 
men and women have the same rights, although in reality their access to 
economic sources, property and education, and their individual freedom is 
restricted. She encouraged us to try to solve the problem applying gender 
perspective to urban planning. We wanted to give women social visibility 
and equal access to public space and to productive sources and we started a 
research on how urban planning can contribute to reach this objective. In July 
2010 we received a grant from CCD (Centre for Cooperation to Development), 
which allowed us to travel develop this work 

TAAL 

In Octobre 2012 we get in touch with TAAL members thanks to Shivani. TAAL 
is a not-for-profit NGO working in the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh since 
2003 with the poor and marginalized communities by focusing on people- 
centric participatory interventions for their sustainable development 

ZAIDA MUIXI 

Zaida Muxi is an architect and Professor of Urbanism at the Superior Technical 
School of Architecture of Barcelona (ETSAB), She has been a guest lecturer 
at several universities in Europe, America and Asia. She is an expert in urban 
planning and gender and regularly she publishes in journals of architecture 
and in the newspaper La Vanguardia. 

She has been supported Equal Saree since our begginings. 
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Evolution or involution 

With this graphic we want to give a general view of how indian women situation has changed along 
different historical periods. 

The analysis is based on specific facts that have had an important impact in the evolution or 
involution of their rights and/or their personal freedom. 

These facts are classified in four key issues in indian society: family, marriage, education and 
public sphere. With this we want to emphasize that women situation is not independent from other 
factors, rather, it is the reflection of the political and social situation at the time. 
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Demonstrating against the Muslim women’s Bill, Delhi 1986 


Family 

At the core of Indian culture lies an innate respect for 
parents and other elders in the family, and usually no 
major decision is taken without consulting them. Lines of 
hierarchy and authority are clearly drawn, and ideals of 
conduct “help” maintain family harmony. 

Traditionally, males have controlled key family 
resources, such as land or businesses, especially in high- 
status groups. 

Once women is married she usually lives with her 
husband’s relatives, being under control and taking care 
of all the reproductive tasks. 
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^ Education 

The role of education in Indian women is conceived 
as an improvement of the quality of life both at 
home and outside of home. Because from years ago 
is considered that if woman is educated the infant 
mortality rate for example it’s reduced and living 
standards of the country are higher. 


Liberation Group poster for International Women’s Day, Bombay 
1982 
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^ Public Sphere 

Women follow complex rules of veiling the body and 
avoidance of public appearance, especially before 
relatives linked by marriage and before strange 
men. 

Restriction and restraint for women in virtually 
every aspect of life are essential to have them 
home, limiting women’s access to power and to 
the control of vital resources in a male-dominated 
society. 


A poster showing how religions can be used to entrap and exploit 
women, Saheli Group, Delhi 1985 
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A poster on the theme of violence against women, Ahmedabad 
Women’s Action Group (AWAG) 


^ Marriage 

Marriage is a model to Indian society, where women 
from birth to marry is being ready for when that 
time comes. Once in marriage, the woman becomes 
under the control of her husband and taking it as 
a reference male, being devoted before and after 
dying. 

The family has great importance in deciding 
the choice of her future husband, as in India 
traditionally is done arranged marriage. 
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The Gender Of smell things, highlight the importance of analysing the city 

from gender perspective; namely, to collect both men and women experiences and 
different realities, so we can think over their needs. 

We have related the Haryana project of Balkrishna Doshi (date) with his lecture 
of architecture through building elements -small things. “We have inhabited their 
project introducing gender into small things that shape our everyday environment”. 
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The conception of the space in 
India is, in general, very different 
from occidental conception. While 
here we experience the space as a 
duality between public and private 
space, in India the separation 
between them is unclear and it is 
understood as a transition from 
inside to outside or from outside 
to inside. 



PUBLIC SPACE 


1 bounded and domestic meeting 
space which is located near secondary 
streets, less exposed to traffic and 
activities. 

2 meeting space near main streets and 
public areas or religious worship areas. 


3 space without a defined use which 
becomes a male dominated area. 




women cbaupal 



men cbaupal 


waste land 



women base 



men base dooirstep 



\ SEMI-PUBLIC SPACE \ 

: where neighborhood activities take place : 

4 building extension where women : 
develop reproductive tasks linked to : 
: the street. : 


5 building extension where men ; 

develop productive or leisure ; 

: activities linked to the street. ; 

6 shadowed space below the door : 

where women are in their households, : 

: having at the same time contact with : 

j street and visual domain of public ; 

\ space. 


(semi-private space; 

■ where neighborhood activities take place : 


7 one more space of the house, building 
extension where women do 
reproductive tasks related with upper 
floor. 

8 space from where women have visual 
control of the street without being 
perceived. 


external staircases 



balconies 




shade -courtyard 



terraces 


PRIVATE SPACE "\ 

shared by people with a closer relationship : 


9 domestic character and linked to the 
street. 


intimate space of the house where 
productive and reproductive activities 
take part. 
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Women Resource Zone is proposed with the aim of redefining the 

targets of the conventional planning to solve the real needs of society, in all situations that involves 

men and women. 

The requirements of the WRZ are divided in two parts; the basic requirements and the specific 
requirements. On one hand, the basic requirements will be the same in all cases and will content 
services related with formation, reproduction task facilities and hygienic services and drinking water. 
On the other hand, the specific requirements are related with the productive part, decided in each 
case depend on the requirements of the place and the skills of the users. 


benefits the WO m 3 fi as... 

&thecomunity 


♦ HUMAN BEING 

♦ COMPONENT OF A FAMILY 

♦ COMPONENT OF A COMMUNITY 
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W alking India, shows which are the needs to be implemented to guarantee a good net development. 

A good planning with gender perspective could help women to develop everyday activities without 
renouncing to taking care of their personal needs. 


The icons define the needs that the net must incorporate. It takes in account different factors that 
intervene in the perception and organization of public space classified in five main topics. 

This graphic represents an imaginary route of an indian woman, once the WRZ net has been 
implemented. The tour is organized from two common points determined by women everyday life and 
the net facilitates the ncorporation of other activities in the way from these two points. 
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HYPOTHETIC^. ROUTE ■ GENDER EQUA.L URBAN NET 
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Take Steps,, 


p" 

GET LOCAL 

1 

DEMAND 

XXXXXXXX XXXi 

or 

{V 

IDENTIFY j 

DEPRIVED 

{ 

AREAS j 

l 


• Inequality in access and 
resources 

• Social vulnerability of women 

• No proper design of public 
space 


an action, 

a serie of action taken in order to achieve a particular thing: the Woman Resource 
Zone. 

Equal Saree methodology is based on detecting social vulnerability or areas with a 
gap on urban design, on making a diagnosis based on gender participatory processes 
with local women and finally applying the concept of Women Resource Zone. 



2 ) 


3 ) 
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! DIAGNOSIS IN j 

j CONCLUSIONS I — ^ 

X j • j • 1 

PROPOSAL j — 

^ : PROJECT 

GENDER j “ 

■X X X. ■ 

* j SOSTENIBILITY j 

IXXXXX i 

• Participatives activities: night 
tours, recognition route, safe 
audit... 

• Problematic 
• Needs 

• Set the network needs 
• Set the requirement: common 

• Post-building management 

• Analyze the site 
• Meetings with: women, mix 

• Opportunities 

and specific 

Materials: local and sustainable 

• Durability 


groups and local agents 
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Participatory Activities of diagnosis 


It is essential to know our environment through the eyes and the feelings 
of the people who live in it. Participatory activities of diagnosis empower 
us through reflection on our everyday live and allows us to convey our 
experiences in relation to this. 


■ Daily Routine 

Daily Routine activity helps to know the 
activities made by women over the day 
and its locations to identify the most 
common areas and to suggest improve- 
ments taking into account the variables 
of time and space. 



• Camera Click 

It focuses on exploring the spaces 
and elements of public space and 
architecture and considering them right 
or wrong in relation to the use and the 
perception of safety. It consists to give 
a camera to the users of the center and 
ask each woman to photograph three 
spaces or elements that she likes and 
three that she does not like 



• Drawing 

This activity helps to recognize key po- 
sitions of the way of women from one 
point to another one. Unsafe ans safe 
places are discovered after analysing 
drawings with women. 

• What job would you like to do? 

The objectives of this activity is to 
promote women’s reflection about new 
job opportunities until now unimagi- 
nable or simply unknown and to guide 
the Gender Resource Centres in the 
proposal of new training programs for 
women. It consists of flagging positive 
or negative new job opportunities. The 
answers must always be accompanied 
by a justification. 




• Which is your favourite place? 

The objectives of this activity is to 
promote women’s reflection about the 
use of public space. It consists of flag- 
ging positive or negative spaces in a 
previously prepared sheets describing 
different kinds of public spaces. The 
answers must always be accompanied 
by a justification. 
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Five WRZ have been developed within a university framework as a final thesis from the 
UPC-ETSAB, in the tribunal T-102 led by Zaida Muixi and formed by Ana Ramos, Sandra 
Bestraten architects and Patricia Reus architect as a guest member. Five theoretical 
proposals translate the ideas of the group into architectonic solutions. Local materials 
and traditional techniques are chosen taking into account their size and weight to 
be manipulated easily by women. The project below are the result of applying this 
approach in two different contexts: an urban context, the district of Okhla in south east 
of Delhi and a rural context, the tribal settlement of Muhar, in Madhya Pradesh. 

WALKING OKHLA, Delhi 

1 WRZ IN SHAHEEN BAGH: CENTRE OF HORTICULTURE 

Dafne Saldana Blasco, October 2011 

2 WRZ IN HAJI COLONY: NIGHT SHELTER FOR RICKSHAW PULLERS 

Laura Monforte Coronas, October 2011 

3 WRZ IN SHAHEEN BAGH: MARKET AND HOUSING RELOCATION 

Julia Goula Mejon, October 2013 

4 WRZ IN JASOLA: FAMILY CARE CENTRE 

Carla Amat Garcia, October 2013 

WALKING MUHAR, Shivpuri 

5 WZ IN MUHAR: GHEE PRODUCTION CENTRE 

Helena Cardona Tamayo, October 2013 

v 

THE TRIBUNAL 

Zaida Muxi, Sandra Bestraten, Anna Ramos i Patricia Reus, members of the tribunal 102 de I'ETSAB. 
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FirVIL DEGREE PROJECTS 
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Okhla is a neighbourhood of the district of 
South Delhi with 500.000 habitants. The majority of 
the population are muslim coming from rural areas. 
In India, Muslims are considered a minor religion and 
in some cases are discriminated, having problems to 
establish themselves in non-Muslim neighborhoods. 
Their inhabitants hardly go out of the area, 
becoming a closed ghetto in the city. Moreover, most 
of the settlements are unauthorised and corrupt, 
having gaps in infrastructures and services. 

In this context, women suffer freedom restrictions 
under “religious laws” and also gender violence and 
harassment. According to social workers in the area 
70% of women suffer domestic violence. 
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Settlements in Okhla 


areas (domestic services, shops, drivers, ...) and to receive 
migrant people. We also identify other isolated areas, the 
slums, placed in the most disadvantaged and vulnerable 
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EXISTING EttUISPMEWTS AND SERVICES 
warn women's 
mixed 
warn men's 

1 Police Station 

2 Ekmlnar Mosque 

Z City Nursing hqu&c 

4 Zayed Women Coll e^e 

5 Madras tyl Sana! 

6 Firdaus M a-sjid 

7 Masjid 

S lama Masjid 

s Abu! Kaham Arad boys school 

10 Madrasa 

11 Saheen Masjid 

12 saheen Bagh ichool 

13 Medical centre 

11 Jaiola Public School englis h mod um 

15 Mosque 

16 Medical centro 

IT Hindu Temple 

1 B Church Of our udy of Fat! m a 

IS Police Staten 

Masjid Jasola Viter 
Z1 Masjid Ahad Okhla Vihar 

22 Khe*ha Masjid 

23 Noor NaRar Government School 

2a John Farm Masjid 

IS lamia teachers College 

26 Mujwb Bagh CornnKlPlitv CcrVtrt 

27 m Ground- 

78 Working Women Hostel 
29 isnaate Islam wios^ve 


30 ai ShiFa Hospiral 

31 Nieiamudin West 

32 Wedding Centre 

33 kallllullah masjid 
3* Public school 

36 Balia House Masjid 

36 Jamia Hoste I Masque 

37 SB-K Hostel Mosque 

38 JAMIA MJLLIA tSUMIA 
B Graveyard 

EXISTING WOMENS ORGANIZATIONS 
‘9$ Muslim's Women Futum 
41 Markaz-e-Nkrwarii 
£ Cequin GRC 
41 Muslim's Women Forum 

EMPTY SPACES AS PUBLIC SPACES 
Old Graveyard 
Empty Land of UP 
Market 

“ Empty umd 
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Powers and problems of Okhla 
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PROBLEM: Closed Condom iniums cause insecurity along the fence that 
surrounds them. They don't allow complete visibility in addition to 
generate unu-seef greLindfloors, life less and without surveillance. 



POWER: Quiet street, without fast traffic allows women to meet and 
chat while they ->r<s watching their children. 



POWER: The presence of the channel generates a pleasant and friendly 
open space where appear sidewalk for pedestrian without traffic 
thanks to the limited width. 



POWER: Some ancient rural areas have remained in the middle of urban 
areas, they oxygenate the city providing green and Friendly spaces. 
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PROBLEM; Empty lands belonging to other stales are big urban barriers. POWER: The ability to organize a market with recycled materials. 

Moreover, by the fact they are large spaces poor bounded by buildings, bamboo, canvas* used wood and old carts. This construction generate 

they become unsafe places where only men go. kindly shadowed spaces. 
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PROBLEM: Difficult access to 

secondary streets from the main 
street. The collected sewage 
ptpeline rs not covered, forming 
puddles of dirty water that prevent 
entry to the streets. 
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WRZ in south Okhla 


a net: 


\D\ WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE IN HAJI COLONY 

Night Shelter for Rickshaw Pullers 


- To empower women 

- To solve the lack of the equipments which benefit all community 

- To increase the interaction between bubbles 

A net of SAFE WAYS with strategical points that link existing and proposed equipments taking in 
account the everyday route of women. We give priority to the ways that are used the most and 
to those which give access to equipments and services. These interventions can be identified 
thanks to an specific pavement and vegetation. 


[a] WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE in ABUL FAZAL: Centre of Horticulture and area of ser 
WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE IN SHAHEEN BAGH: Market and Housing 
g] WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE IN JASOLA: Healthcare Center 
g] WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE IN HAJI COLONY: Night Shelter for Rickshaw Pullers 



HI WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE IN SHAHEEN Bi 

Market and Housing 
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Traditional housing 



courtyard taction 



yrou n J floor 


T . terrace* 

E , entrance 

RR . reception roam 

L . living room 

R P roo m 

C . courtyard 

£ , stairs 

LT living for winter 
K , kitchen 
H . ha mm an 
ST _ store 

LW . living for woman 
I . i w a n 





q e nder segregation 



© 

© 

© 


© 


© 


© 
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© 
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i . public 
a . sc m i p u b 1 1 c 

3 . semi p r i v a t 

4 , p r i v a t 


e public/privat 
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The main objective of the center is to offer women a space of self-production of fruits and 
vegetables for their own consumption and also for sale, thus recalling the agricultural tradition 
of Okhla area. Moreover, a large number of families living in Okhla are coming from rural 
areas of other indian states so women are familiar with the farm work. Mechanisms for 
recycling and reuse of water are particularly important in the project with the aim of create 
a collective awareness of the importance of conserving water, such a scarce good in India. 
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ground floor 



PRODUCTION 

1 Storage 

2 Horticulture workshops and shops 

3 Classrooms. Rooms for collective meetings 

4 Fields 


EMPOWERMENT 

5 Kitchen and dinning-room 

6 Literacy and informatics classrooms. Library 

7 Temporary residence for widows or 
women who had suffered domestic violence 


REPRODUCTIVE SERVICES 

8 Cresh 

9 Administration 

10 Consultants. Lawyers, psicoiogists, doctors 


WATER SERVICES 



11 Showers, toilets and laundry 

12 Filtered water tank 
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THE PORCHEDYARD 

As in other countries with hot climate, the yard is 
used as temperature regulator. In India, moreover, 
it is a mytic place where the connection between 
earth and heaven takes place. It is part of all 
traditional buildings from shepard's houses in 
Rajastan desert to sahelis in the cities and also of 
some religios buildings like mosques. 


THE BASEMENT 

In india, houses are built on a basament, which can 
have different height. This is usually made of stone 
and keeps water away form buildings during the 
monsoon. This space, with the porche, is an 
intermediate place between public and private that 
promotes social interaction. 


FILTERS 

Because of high temperatures and humidity, the 
most comfortable space is a simple shadow. It is also 
important to have crossed ventilation. 



Water point, Agra mosque, Uttar Pradesh 



Zenana's courtyard, Jodhpur fort, Rajastan 



THE MOSQUE 

This religios building it's a big open space under the sky. It has a 
square plan, with a perimetral porche that looks inside the 
courtyard. Looking to the Meca it is located the space for pray (in 
India it is the west side). The main acces is located just infront, in 
the east side. In the other two sides we find the secondary doors. 
Both the main and the secondary entrances are located on the top 
of stairs, higher than the city level. In the center of the courtyard it 
is the water point, where people clean theirselves before praying. 
In the corners there are the minarets, two or four, with hexagonal 
or square plan. In the ancient times, they burn lights in the 
minarets for lead pelegrins to the city. Nowadays, is the place from 
where they claim for praying. Mosques are places of great activity 
where people go not only for pray but also for social interaction. 


Entrance 
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The social center aims to solve two great problems present in this slum located along 
the Yamuna river. On one hand, building a night shelter together with a canteen to house 
rickshaw drivers (bicycle cab type). On the other, solve the lack of social facilities for 
women in the neighbourhood. In this case, it is proposed that women lead the direction 
of the hostel and canteen through the community center, to give them empowerment, 
respecting at the same time the division, even necessary, between both women and men. 
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The Women Resource Zone of Shaheen Bagh is an urban intervention focused on improving sale 
conditions and salubrity of the market and its immediate surroundings. But it also proposes some 
additional services included in the new Gender Resource Centre. The project aims to incorporate 
women in the management of the main existing activity of the neighbourhood, the market, so 
the new center includes a cooperative of take-away food linked to the new market stalls for 
women as welvl as a support area to facilitate their daily activities. The accommodation of the 
new workers and their families is solved with a temporary housing community that promotes 

spaces for relation thanks to the design of shared spaces. 
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WOMEN RESOURCE ZONE IN SHAHEEN 8AGH 
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HOUSING COMMUNITY 
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The family care centre emerge from the desire to respond to the social and educational needs 
of the old people of Jasola and the children with disorders in their development of Okhla and 
to give service of support to all the carers. So the vital of the project is the relationships that 
the building can generate between the different users, articulating the different uses around 
a main common space surrounded by galleries where they can meet and share activities and 

tasks, being interrelated and complemented. 

The building and the entrance are strategically placed to have visual control of all the two 
spaces that are set. The tower is the visual reference element and the presence symbol of the 

women in the neighbourhood. 
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Walking Muhar The context faces a situation of deterioration of the forests, a 

community that has been thrown out of their natural habitat, Saharia 
tribe, and the potential of working with women to improve their 

situation through Self Help Groups. 


It is proposed a net which links the tribal settlement with the 
Women Centre through three strategic detected points. The relationship 
between them will be done through an alternative path which will grow 

the forestry around. 

Tree species are chosen according to the most appropriate ones for 

getting firewood and medicinal plants. 
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URBAN STREETS SCHEME 



URBAN TISSUE 
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PATTERN OF SETTLEMENT 
isolated houses 

public and private space 



VILLAGE SERVICES SCHEME 
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pink sandstone 
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In ancient times, sandstone was 
widely used around India in 
constructing temples and mosques. 
Nowadays it is used for domestic 
construction and housewares. In 
Shivputi area, people uses it in many 
different ways for building: as lintel, 
floor, stairs, wall, and even as tables 
and benches. 
Sandstone is easy to work with, even 
though it resists weathering. For this 
reason, sandstone is often used as a 
building or paving material. 
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The proposal, a cattle-forestry community, integrates a social and economic system based on 
livelihood activities of Indian society, animal husbandry, reconciled with the tribal habitat, the 
forest.lt is thus proposed the ghee* centre production. The aim is to preserve the legacy of 
Saharia tribe and achieve empowerment of women highlighting their daily routine and giving 

them more presence on public space. 

Saharia settlement is called SAHARANA, where houses face a common outside space that 
is shared. This aggregation of houses have a great interest in terms of its spatial typology. 
Its characteristic elements- aggregation, shadow, little units-, are combinated to provide an 
architecture that adapts to the functional requirements demanded by the preparation of ghee. 
The main space, the courtyard. The place where take place new activities, new experiences ... 

a new symbol of identity for women in Muhar. 
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Urban International Workshop Bcn-Delhi'12 

A workshop to understand the architecture and urbanism through a gender and 
cooperation perspective. 

TOPIC 

The goals of the workshop were achieved by common reflexion of the design of 
small urban interventions in order to allow women integration in public spaces 
and in the Indian society. Specifically, different transformation systems as well as 
urban improvements will be classified in response to the problems of the site. It's 
essential to consider the participation and implication of women during the work 
process in order to obtain a project that meet the real needs. 

ORGANIZATION 

Escola Tecnica Superior dArquitectura de Barcelona- UPC 
Jamia Millia Islamia University 
Associacio Equal Saree 

RESPONSABLE 
Zaida Muxi 

PARTICIPANTS 

25 students from differents universities: 

Escola Tecnica Superior dArquitectura de Barcelona (ETSAB)- UPC 
Escola Tecnica Superior dArquitectura del Valles (ETSAV)- UPC 
Escola Tecnica Superior dArquitectura de Valencia (ETSAV)- UPV 

SPEAKERS 

Zaida Muxi Martinez 
Matilde Gomis 
Equal Saree 
Blanca Gutierrez 
Sara Ortiz Escalante 
Sandra Brestaten 


www.genderequalurbanplanning.tumblr.com 
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Delhi workshop, October 2012 
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PEANUT SPACES 

If I were a woman what P would like? 

J would like peanut time, the time where ^.oci.il 
relations ore developed ip safe spaces: pzm ut 
■spaces. 

Peanut spaces will be related with the woTien 
centers of the area and it will be a place to rest, to 
have relationships and to make diffusion of the 
jdi'mhfK In the center. These spaces will he built 
by IcjftiFc and remaining pavement from new 
neighborhood construction. 


: f OOTPftl NT AS A CO MPLAf-NT 
i How to vr-suafi re I he worn an d iscr imm-ihcm in t he 
j city? 

| Their proposal starts from the complaint that 
: women done from public space, reaving a 
j physical mark. After being meeting in current 
[ spate-s and sharing their problems, women 
: realized ibat it is necessary to do a physic object 
: i=n the city to leave a food pri nt telling that women 
r have used this spare and from the past to 
I nowadays they have been invisible.. 


\ THE LOVELY DUSTBIN 

i The lovely dustbin ts a friendly care spate thai 
\ becomes one problem of Indian solely into ? 
: potential point with social interaction. 

I It begins with a punctual action, placing a dustbin ir 
: Front oF the schools Like this, children from eacL 
: school will take tare of the space and they will be 
\ aware that it is essential to collect the waste ir 
: containers Lrttle by little new dustbins wall appeal 
= with the same design and adding shading and areas 
\ to sit, generating a sacral meeting place for worrier 
x and communityr 



Juan Fay Arivonda* Mir totality, v.vjnj uczupwne,. M.q ri a ru>e |ui& Ceiar Cea, O Domiftiirff, Cate lira fY*t, Mini Saicr»c= Maru Coi , Juliana Duran, Set l^ihi, Mart* Mwi L i- 
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THE WASTE OPPORTUNITY 
What can we do with the abundance of waste? 
Strategic points in neighborhood done with reused 
materials* showing that waste, well selected, 
cleaned and manipulated can be useful Eo improve 
the environment of space For the community. 
Different stage! of work to see a problem as an 
Opportunity- 

Awareness, picking up points ol waste, 
management and selection of waste r classification, 
workshops to build shadows and chosen places 
were all community can participate 


*1 P 1 L -"P 



LaiAtodim, Ktsc-a FerntfllM, Aik*<a»rdi, Aifceit M wtne 


x EMPOWER ING CUL-Dt ’SACS 
i Which spaces can be got back to women of 
: Okhla ? Cu I de-sac entrances. 

7 The ent ranee is R he pe rf ect place Ro get bat k safe 
i places where women can meet, stay with their 
: children and do some housework at Lhe same 
: time they are empowering Rhe public space and 
j improving the- relations be R ween them. It is 
: necessary to choose cuJ-de-sacs related with 
\ concurrent areas anti shopping !R roots in that 
: way a Fot of eyes are going to be watching and 
[ ma king this place safer. 
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:janj Cl .j, S*atrlr Ltrii>i. Lucia Martinez, S aque-l Villar 


l THE SUM UP OF EVERYTHING 

it Is pro posed a specific solution to solve- a problem 
: a dry area where you could sit, a platform placed 
7 over a hygienic sewage that collects residual water 
; from housing, a safe healthy place. 

: Construction solutions in easy ways of execution 
: are thought to Involve community in their process 
I and have benefit at the same time. For instance, 
i kids pressing the soil to compact it while they are 
■ playing around there or women building their owr 
] space to mHt and rest. 



WORKSHOPS 




Lu li bwMM , 


GETS ALONG THE WAY 





The workshop in Delhi has focused in the 
extension and the improvement of two GRC 
in Okhla (Gender Resource Zone) and the 
structuring of the urban track between them. 
Based on participatory processes with users 
of these centers and neighbors, the exhibit 
proposals are the response to a real remand. 
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The urban group focuses in the public space, 
trying to make it more secure and permitting the 
access and the movement of women trough this 
space. Narrow streets, lack of visibility, opacity 
of ground floors and male predomination, 
make that space a dangerous space for women. 
Another important problem in this neighborhood 
is traffic density and lack of organization which 
do not permit pedestrians move comfortably. 
The importance of feeling safe in a neighborhood 
is primordial, so we try to solve that in two 
different ways. The first problem we have 
focused in is the traffic, trying to avoid the 
entrance of cars in this zone and permitting 
fluently displacements. 

Women are two other problems we try to solve. 
We propose interventions in three different 
spaces, two of them in front of the women 
centers, and the third one linked to the main 
road. By introducing common elements in the 
spaces we give unity to the proposal and women 
would feel that this space belongs to themselves. 


Marta Salomo, Sakshi Rajpoot, Sharique Ahmad, Zeba 
Amir, Imran Ali Ansari, Aditi Verma, Dafne Saldana, Prateek 
Gulati, Salil Mohan, Abdul Razzaq, Meraj Ahmad, Nida 
Fatima Ansari. 


A CHAUPAL FOR A NEW NEIGBOURGHOOD 

Drawing the project has been a fruitful struggle 
until understand the other and improve it. 

We tried to preserve the majority of what is built 
including the new requirements as safe spaces, 
library and nursery. 

Finally... 

The interest for tradition and the lack of space 
cause to raise a new chaupal. Around an existing 
tree the project is born and develops a learning 
space where to socialize while drinking tee, 
reading or attending a lesson. 



Joan Pau Aragones, Bhrigu Chandra Kalia, Yusra Anasari, 
Sana Ahrar, Vaishali Aggarwal, Sana Fatima 


VISUAL CONNECTIVITY 


WOMMINITY 


WOMEN WORLD 


The centre does not have relation with the 
neighbourhood therefore the neighbourhood 
does not know about its activities. The project 
will develop the visibility of the centre, and the 
new relation with surroundings will produce 
more lively and more safety streets in the area. 
The new geometry will reach the changing of 
this relation without losing the required privacy 
to develop the activities. The addition of new 
spaces and activities like the creche will give the 
wished use and life in the street. 

Versatility in the spaces is proposed because 
of the reduced size of the centre, extending to 
the courtyard or dividing or joining of rooms 
depending on the needs, like double uses for the 
stairs including the library. 



Carla Amat, Shamim Ur Rehman, Abhishek Mukherjee, 
Nadia Ali, Needa Afreen, Afifa Nuzhat. 


Womminity proposes a new reality for the 
women of Zakir Hussain centre and their 
community. 

Zakir Hussain centre is 40 years old and despite 
it was built as a women centre it was not an 
appropriate design for the activities. Neither 
was thought about the design in the following 
reforms and extensions, providing quick solutions 
to specific needs. 

From this, it is proposed to rethink and make 
an extension of the program and organization 
the circulations through the main courtyard. It 
is given a special attention to the design of the 
entrance and the access making it visible and 
safe. 



Helena Cardona, Taiyab Ilyas, Nihareeka Bhatti, Sheilja 
Singh, Afaq Ahmad, Anshul Abbasi. 


Women World proposes also the reorganization 
of the centre through three strategies. 

Empower exterior spaces to be used every day 
and also in special occasions, both in summer 
and winter, thanks to the flexibility to incorporate 
the traditional architecture element, iwan, to 
the courtyard. 

Extend the creche in order to give a better 
service to the community providing it with cross 
ventilation. 

Develop the incipient productive activities for 
the woman economic emancipation. 



Julia Goula, Themina Tariq, Syed Zeeshan Hussain, Bushra 
Saba, Saquib Khan, Imran Khan. 
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Community Center in Batla House 
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2011 
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OPENNESS 

Are placed around the perimeter of the site to 
achieve a quiet space., free of chaos. The 
activities that require more concentration and 
silence look inward and the activities needing 
public life looking outward. The group propose 
an indoor pedestrian street that connects the 
neighborhood to the erty center and street 
market. 

They are brave and want that woman become 
free from all oppression, they w^nt women go 
out home and interact and take part of 
neighborhood life as do men. Hut they are wet! 
aware of the reality of women and family is 
why they propose a center where women can 
combine learning And core of his family. Think 
rrch and complex section of interacting 
workshops, production -areas, sales areas and 
play areas for children, 

Keywords; out, interaction, participation 



: STNEftGY 

| Synergy between men and women, public and 

private. Men and women must participate 
! together in community MFe and should enjoy 
: the same rights when they are using public 
: space. 

The woman is the pillar of the family, they 
: take care of it. Raifse the possibility that young 
r women working in the neighborhood daycare 
I center in the future, it is a work out while 
= training to be a mother. Proposed exposed 
= area 5 where the material produced. The 
j whole community must see the work done by 
i women in the workshops so that everyone 
j values the learning of their wlvei, daughters, 
; relatives, neighbors ... We propose a Haat, a 
\ market traditionally, small businesses 
: organically. All these areas will also be used 
i during the day. Think of a construction bused 
= m recycled materials. 


1 A BETTEft TOMORROW 

: Proposed project consists oF an introvcrtcc 
: building that looks inside I he courtyard ol 
: women, surrounded by a large public space usee 
[ In the morning for women and posable activities 
: outside the afternoon and used by the whole 
community, T hat 's why a m u Itipl ic ity of proposec 
: routes for the woman to access the center. 

They want to break down barriers between soda 
classes through the woman and want to get there 
= offering a variety of activities managed and 
l performed by women from all kinds ol 
] backgrounds achieved. From literacy courses tc 
l music and da n m dasse s, 
j Take into account the climatic conditions of Ddh 
1 and design a system oriented ga lleries and sheet: 
; of wate r accordi ng to preva i I ing winds. Presentee 
j by the project construction phases according tc 
1 the needs of the community over time. 


: Keywords] multi center, public / private, 
I recycle 
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\ Keywords: btaclima ti c arch it set u re, System 
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WORKSHOPS 











OCTOBER 2012 Gender and other small things. Instituto Cervantes de Delhi. 
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EXHIPilTIOnS 
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AWARDS: 

APRIL 2013 Finalistas en Women Transforming Cities Best Practice Awards 
2013, planeamiento urbano y participacion. 

MARCH 2013 Finalistas en el concurso Re-Habitar el sXXI: la Vivienda Social 
desde el Paradigma Moderno, Mexico DF, Arquine n 2 15. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

MARCH 2014 Proyecto Equal Saree. Butlleti electronico del Centre de Coop- 
eracio al Desenvolupament, N 2 21 - Abril 2014. 

MARCH 2014 Walking India: Iniciativa de igualdad de genero para el desar- 
rollo de la mujer india. Blog Arquitectura y politica, T102 Aprenent de la 
realitat. 

MARCH 2014 Articulo Urbanisme i genere a I'eixample. Plataforma digital La 
Intervia de I'Eixample. 

DECEMBER 2013 Proyecto Walking India: Iniciativa de igualdad de genero 
para el desarrollo de la mujer en India. Revista digital Ned Magazine, Argen- 
tina. 

NOVEMBER 2013 Programa "Mou-te pel mon i practica la solidaritat". Bar- 
celonesjove, Consell Comarcal del Barcelones. 


LECTURES: 

MAY 2014 Mesa redonda "Urban International workshop Bcn-Delhi 2011". 
Jornada d'Educacio i Genere: Experiences per repensar el genere, UVic- 
UCC. 

MARCH 2014 Ponencia "Una experiencia de urbanismo y arquitectura con 
perspectiva de genero aplicado a contextos con vulnerabilidad social", lr 
congreso de investigacion en Arquitectura y Genero, ETSA Sevilla. 
DECEMBER 2012 Conferencia "Experiences a I'lndia". Asignatura Arqui- 
tectura y politica, ETSA Barcelona. 

NOVEMBER 2012 Mesa redonda "Desobedencia sexual". Seminario Inter- 
accions, L'espai de la conducta i la desobediencia, ETSA Barcelona. 
OCTOBER 2012 Debate "Mujeres, genero y rol social a Delhi". Universidad 
Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi. 

MARCH 2012 Presentacion "Iniciativa per a I'apoderament de la dona a 
I'lndia". Jornada de Cooperacion, CCD. 

NOVEMBER 2011 Ponencia "Plan urbanistico en igualdad de genero en 
Okhla". International Conference on Islamic Art and Architecture, Universi- 
dad Jamia Millia Islamia. 

APRIL 2011 Conferencia "Experiences a I'lndia". Asignatura Arquitectura y 
politica, ETSA Barcelona. 
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EXHIBITIONS: 

APRIL 2014 T102, Aprenent de la realitat. COAC Vic, Colegio de Arquitectos 
de Catalunya. 

JANUARY 2014 T102, Aprenent de la realitat. COAC Barcelona, Colegio de 
Arquitectos de Catalunya. 

OCTOBER 2012 Gender and other small things. Instituto Cervantes de Delhi. 


WORKSHOPS: 

OCTOBER 2012 3a Edicion Urban International Workshop Bcn-Delhi (Fase 
Delhi), Universidad Jamia Millia Islamia. 

JULY 2012 3a Edicion Urban International Workshop Bcn-Delhi (Fase Barce- 
lona), ETSA Barcelona. 

NOVEMBER 2011 2a Edicion Urban International Workshop, Faculty of Ar 
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AUGUST 2010 la Edicion Urban International Workshop, Faculty of Archi- 
tecture and Ekistics, Jamia Millia Islamia. 


ACTIONS: 

14 FEBRUARY 2013 Flashmob One Million Rising, V-DAY Barcelona. 
10 DECEMBER 2011 Caminata Claim your city by night! 
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Glossary 

Chaupal: 

village meeting place 
Devadasi: 

a devadasi is a girl "dedicated" to worship and service of a deity or a temple 
for the rest of her life. 

Dowry: 

A dowry is the transfer of parental property to a daughter at her marriage 
(i.e. 'inter vivos') rather than at the owner's death 

Ghee: 

Ghee is a class of clarified butter that originated in India 
Indian National Congress: 

Political party ledding the movement for independence in 1885 
Jauhar: 

Jauhar (also spelled jowhar) is the burning to death of the queens and 
female royals of Rajput kingdoms when facing defeat at the hands of an 
enemy. 

Muslim Personal Laws (MPL): 

Indian Muslims' personal laws are based upon the Sharia, which is thus par- 
tially applied in India, and laws and legal judgements adapting and adjusting 
Sharia for Indian society. 

Purdah: 

Purdah or pardah is a religious and social practice of female seclusion preva- 
lent among some Muslim communities in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Sati: 

Sati is an ancient Indian tradition of the immolation of a widow on her hus- 
band's funeral pyre 


SEWA: 

The Self-Employed Women's Association of India (SEWA) is a trade union for 
poor, self-employed women workers in India. SEWA was founded in 1972 by 
the noted Gandhian and civil rights leader Dr Ela Bhatt 

Sharia: 

Sharia means the moral codeand religious law of a prophetic religion. [1] [2] 
[3] The term "sharia" has been largely identified with Islam in English usage 

Jharoka: is a type of overhanging enclosed balcony, typically rajputana, 
Mughal and Rajasthani architecture. One of the most important functions 
it served was to allow women in purdah to see the events outside without 
being seen themselves. 
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My day used to start early and work from home offered 
no breath until after midnight. I could not rest for a 
moment. But thanks to God’s divinity did everything 
with the spirit of duty [...] was only fourteen then. At 
this age the idea that learning to read had crossed my 
mind. Unfortunately the girls were not supposed to learn 
to read at that time. What the world will become? They 
used to say.Thinking that women do the work of men! 
[...] Who knows what other changes we in store! [...] 
Soon farmers will meet to study. 


Rassundari Devi, First autobiography of a woman in Bengali, 1876 Women Writing in India (Vol I), Sussie TharuW 
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